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KEY RESOURCES AND CONTACTS 
 
CONTACT 
For all media queries relating to the event, please contact media@fih.hockey 
 
ABOUT THE EVENT  
Event Title​ FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2025-26  
When​ ​ 15 - 21 March 2026  
Where ​​ North Harbour Hockey Stadium, Auckland, New Zealand 
 
TEAMS  
Pool A ​​ India, Japan, United States, Uruguay 
Pool B​​ Chile, France, Korea, New Zealand 
 
EVENT WEBSITE  
https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-ze
aland-2025-26-1870  
 
SOCIAL MEDIA  
The FIH will provide comprehensive coverage of the event via our social media channels, 
including Facebook, Instagram, Twitter/X and YouTube.  
 
HASHTAG  
#FIHNationsCup  
#MadeForHockey 

 

 

mailto:media@fih.hockey
https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-zealand-2025-26-1870
https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-zealand-2025-26-1870
https://lzqe-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/117aea284dee7f99/117aea284ded4b1a
https://lzqe-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/117aea284dee7f99/117aea284ded4b1c
https://lzqe-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/117aea284dee7f99/117aea284ded4b1e
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsRwclNMmdK1Kiy2O3eL6hg


 

 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the fourth edition of the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup taking place in 
Auckland, New Zealand. This is the very first time that Oceania’s nation, one of the most 
successful hockey countries in the history of our sport, has hosted the Nations Cup. 
 
Teams, fans, officials, and volunteers can look forward to warm hospitality and an 
unforgettable experience in the home of the Black Sticks! 
 
Though still a young tournament, the Nations Cup has quickly become a key event in 
international hockey, featuring many of the world’s top teams — several of whom will also 
compete at the FIH Hockey World Cup Belgium & Netherlands 2026. The tournament also 
offers winners promotion to the prestigious FIH Hockey Pro League, ensuring intense 
competition. 
 
The best ambassadors of our sport – the athletes – have been at the heart of the 
preparations for this event. FIH and Hockey New Zealand have joined forces to establish the 
best possible conditions to promote athletes’ excellence and ensure their well-being 
throughout the tournament. 
 
On their part, athletes have made significant efforts to perform at their best, hoping to add 
another trophy to their records. Everyone will be able to enjoy their fantastic skills thanks to 
our broadcast partners or via our streaming platform, Watch.Hockey. 
  
On behalf of FIH, I would like to express our sincerest thanks to all stakeholders involved in 
the organisation of this Nations Cup, beginning with the local authorities – particularly the 
City of Auckland – as well as Hockey New Zealand for their hospitality, dedication, and hard 
work. 
 
Our gratitude also extends to the participating teams - especially the athletes - for their 
commitment to the success of hockey worldwide; to the commercial and broadcast partners, 
whose support plays a tremendous role in the global development of hockey; and to all the 
volunteers, including our remarkable officials and umpires, for their inspiring dedication. 
  
I wish everyone a fantastic FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup 2025–26! May the best team 
win, with respect and fair play! 
 
Yours in Hockey, 
 
Tayyab Ikram 
FIH President 

 



 

 
 
 
 

About Auckland 
 
Auckland is New Zealand’s largest city and its vibrant economic and cultural hub. Known as 
the “City of Sails,” it is celebrated for its stunning harbours, volcanic landscapes, world-class 
dining, multicultural energy, and exceptional quality of life. Spread across a narrow isthmus 
between the Pacific Ocean and the Tasman Sea, Auckland offers a unique blend of urban 
sophistication and natural beauty, where beaches, islands, and rainforest trails are never far 
from the city centre. 
 
Framed by sparkling waterfronts and more than 50 dormant volcanic cones, Auckland’s 
landscape is both dramatic and accessible. One of the city’s most iconic landmarks is 
Maungawhau / Mount Eden, whose summit provides panoramic views across the skyline, 
Waitematā Harbour, and surrounding islands. Another favourite is the Auckland Domain, the 
city’s oldest park, home to expansive gardens, walking paths, and the impressive Auckland 
War Memorial Museum. 
 
Auckland’s waterfront precincts, including Viaduct Harbour and Wynyard Quarter, are lively 
gathering places filled with marinas, restaurants, cafés, and public spaces overlooking the 
harbour. Ferries connect the city to nearby destinations such as Waiheke Island, renowned 
for its vineyards, olive groves, art galleries, and coastal scenery. 
 
The city is made up of diverse neighbourhoods, each with its own character and 
atmosphere. Ponsonby is known for its stylish boutiques, heritage villas, and vibrant nightlife, 
while Parnell blends historic charm with galleries and elegant cafés. Britomart combines 
beautifully restored architecture with contemporary dining and fashion, and Karangahape 
Road (K’ Road) reflects Auckland’s creative, multicultural, and alternative spirit. 
 
Auckland’s culinary scene is equally diverse, shaped by Māori heritage and influences from 
across the Pacific, Asia, and Europe. From fresh seafood and artisan markets to 
award-winning restaurants and waterfront dining, the city offers a rich and evolving food 
culture. Outdoor living is central to Auckland life, with extensive coastal walkways, regional 
parks, cycling routes, and nearby beaches making it easy to enjoy the city’s natural 
surroundings year-round. 
 
From the Lonely Planet website: Auckland is a modern multicultural city where urban cool 
meets natural playgrounds. Surrounded by harbours and dotted with volcanic hills, it’s a 
place where sailing, hiking, island hopping and sophisticated city life exist side by side. 
Stylish neighbourhoods, vibrant nightlife, contemporary art spaces and a flourishing food 
scene make New Zealand’s largest city far more than just a gateway to the country’s 
spectacular landscapes. 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Whether exploring the bustling waterfront, relaxing on black-sand beaches along the west 
coast, or discovering the cafés and galleries tucked into its lively inner-city suburbs,  
Auckland offers a dynamic mix of relaxation, culture, and adventure. With its laid-back 
lifestyle, growing creative scene, and spectacular setting between two harbours, Auckland 
continues to evolve as one of the South Pacific’s most exciting and liveable cities. 
 
To read more, click here.  
 
Other useful links 
Auckland on GetYourGuides: click here 
Discover Auckland: click here 
Auckland on TripAdvisor: click here  

 

https://www.lonelyplanet.com/articles/things-to-know-before-traveling-to-auckland
https://www.google.com/aclk?sa=L&pf=1&ai=DChsSEwiS9f7L_tOUAxVgrGYCHQp5J_oYACICCAEQABoCc20&co=1&ase=2&gclid=CjwKCAjw5s_QBhAdEiwADD_gBvcFsPkRa5whToPL2EDfwtA5J94-3IMGP3R3wNBAL-KMePptBFP8KxoC75EQAvD_BwE&cid=CAAS3gHkaAbCHtdy-A4JFH1_oxO-h99MzL8ZhyJcxieK4NCRoyOrK4sXu8ti9nVG1Z6rq6mfSpdheXrrSsnxuq43NFUf6pEkt4rsrtXejz9--lr_qXvI60yCs7lx_eCd19AU8BeIGLbESiMn8-cIJo_Fofw_fPcy_QIHQ3CnehOYR9KXytK0wXGk5nALr-VEGnDL5tOgJ1Yo0TibQJlQ5fxWMPxhtyTJRwGx-qLfHeYftf3H0_jmhlx-hD8rbS4W47P1pClBR-FYegohFNdw9-Y9uTcaNTHiZyw3ERPZfvZuCbo&cce=2&category=acrcp_v1_32&sig=AOD64_1ztEgiI9RB4IcGpAhwvgn7-pmqEA&q&nis=4&adurl=https://www.getyourguide.com/-l822/?cmp%3Dga%26campaign_id%3D15511526804%26adgroup_id%3D132581188924%26target_id%3Dkwd-11679001%26loc_physical_ms%3D9062240%26match_type%3De%26ad_id%3D628213086468%26keyword%3Dauckland%26ad_position%3D%26feed_item_id%3D%26placement%3D%26device%3Dc%26assetgroup_id%3D%26synthetic_keyword%3Dauckland%26partner_id%3DCD951%26gad_source%3D1%26gad_campaignid%3D15511526804%26gbraid%3D0AAAAADmzJCNRkYKvgGaCmBpvmFj74qNp5%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjw5s_QBhAdEiwADD_gBvcFsPkRa5whToPL2EDfwtA5J94-3IMGP3R3wNBAL-KMePptBFP8KxoC75EQAvD_BwE&ved=2ahUKEwi36PXL_tOUAxUw6jgGHez9G44Q0Qx6BAgbEAQ
https://www.aucklandnz.com/
https://www.tripadvisor.in/Attractions-g1811027-Activities-Auckland_North_Island.html


 

 
 
 
 

ABOUT THE FIH HOCKEY NATIONS CUP  
 
The FIH Hockey Nations Cup is an annual tournament that involves some of the best hockey 
playing nations of the world and acts as a pathway to the FIH Hockey Pro League, to which 
it introduces a relegation/promotion axis, with the first placed team in the FIH Hockey 
Nations Cup getting the opportunity to replace the bottom placed team in the FIH Hockey 
Pro League in the subsequent year.  
 
Additionally in 2025, FIH introduced the Hockey Nations Cup 2, which would add another tier 
below the Nations Cup, with the team winning the Nations Cup 2 earning the opportunity to 
replace the bottom placed team of the Nations Cup in the subsequent season.  
 
The FIH Hockey Nations Cup features the best eight teams (by world rankings) that are not 
a part of the FIH Hockey Pro League, in both men’s and women’s competitions. The eight 
teams are split into two pools of four teams each, with the top two teams in each pool 
proceeding to the semi-finals, while the bottom two teams from each pool will play for 5-8 
place classification.  
 
The FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup will run from 15-21 March 2025 in Auckland, New 
Zealand. The complete match schedule including match timings are available here.  
 
For more information on the FIH Hockey Men’s Nations Cup, please visit the website here.  
 
More information about the FIH Hockey Pro League can be found here.  

 

https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-zealand-2025-26-1870/schedule-fixtures-results
https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/mens/fih-hockey-mens-nations-cup-south-africa-2025-26-1869
https://www.fih.hockey/events/fih-pro-league


 

 
 
 
 

COMPETITION FORMULA  
 
 

FIH Hockey Women's Nations Cup 2025-26 New Zealand 

Pools Distribution and Competition Information 

Pool A Pool B 
Pools Allocated according to the snake system based on the World 
Ranking of 30 June 2025 

India 
New 

Zealand 
Winner of Nations Cup will be promoted to FIH Pro League Season 
8 

Japan Chile  
United 
States Korea  

Uruguay france  
   

Pool Stage 
 

15 - 18 
June 

Opening Match on 15 June 
8 Teams, 2 Pools of 4 Teams, 12 Matches in Total 

1st and 2nd Ranked team of each pool advances to the Semi-Finals 
3rd and 4th Ranked team of each pool advances to Classification Matches 5th 

- 8th 
  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

Stage 2 - Semi-Finals and Classification Matches 
5th - 8th 

  

20-Jun 

Classification Matches 5th - 8th 
 

3rd Pool A vs 4th Pool B - Match I 
3rd Pool B vs 4th Pool A - Match II 

 
Semi-Finals 

 
1st Pool A vs 2nd Pool B - Match III 
1st Pool B vs 2nd Pool A - Match IV 

 
   

Stage 3 - Final, Bronze, Classification Matches 
5th-6th and 7th-8th 

   

Final, 
Bronze, 
Classific

ation 
Matches 
5th-6th 

and 
7th-8th 
21 June 

Classification Match 7th - 8th 
 

Loser Match I vs Loser Match II 
 

Classification Match 5th - 6th 
 

Winner Match I vs Winner Match II 
  

Bronze 
 

Loser Match III vs Loser Match IV 
 

Final 
 

Winner Match III vs Winner Match IV 
  

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

MATCH SCHEDULE 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

PROMOTION/RELEGATION 
 
The aim of the FIH Hockey Nations Cup, and the FIH Hockey Nations Cup 2, is to offer a 
top-level competition to the best-ranked teams, ranked below the teams participating in the 
FIH Hockey Pro League, and provide them the pathway to earn a place in the competition.  
 

 



 

 
 
 
 

TEAMS  
 
Below you will find some general information as well as the squad lists for the teams that will 
compete in each pool at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations New Zealand 2026. All squad 
information is correct at the time of publication. To see complete and up-to-date squad lists 
for each team competing in Auckland, please click here.  
 
POOL A  
 
India 
Japan 
United States 
Uruguay 

 

 

https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-zealand-2025-26-1870/teams


 

 
 
 
 

India 
 
Notable Honours: FIH Champions Challenge bronze medallists (2002), Commonwealth 
Games gold medallists (2002), Commonwealth Games silver medallists (2006), 4th Place – 
Olympic Games (1980, 2021), Asian Games gold medallists (1982), Asian Games silver 
medallists (1998, 2018), 3x Asian Games bronze medallists (1986, 2006, 2014, 2023), 2x 
Asia Cup gold medallists (2004, 2017), Asia Cup silver medalists (2025), Asia Cup bronze 
medallists (2022)  
 
Current World Ranking: 9  
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: N/A 

The India women’s hockey team arrive at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New 
Zealand 2025-26 as the highest-ranked team and one of the most exciting sides in the 
competition. With a proud hockey tradition and a passionate following, India have firmly 
established themselves among the leading nations in the women’s game through a blend of 
tactical discipline, technical quality and relentless intensity. 

Known for their organised defensive structure and rapid attacking transitions, India combine 
composure in possession with the pace and creativity to threaten opponents across all areas 
of the pitch. Their ability to press aggressively, recover quickly and launch incisive 
counter-attacks has made them a formidable opponent against top-ranked teams on the 
international stage. 

India’s recent years at the elite level have included appearances at the Olympic Games, FIH 
Hockey Women’s World Cup and the FIH Hockey Pro League, where they competed until 
2025. The squad continues to benefit from a core group of experienced internationals 
alongside emerging young talent eager to make their mark. 

Players such as goalkeeper Savita, captain Salima Tete, Navneet Kaur and Lalremsiami 
bring valuable international experience and leadership to a side that thrives on energy, unity 
and adaptability. With a balanced squad capable of controlling possession or striking quickly 
on transition, India enter the Nations Cup determined to challenge for the title and secure a 
quick return to the FIH Hockey Pro League.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Japan 
 
Nickname: The Cherry Blossoms  
 
Notable honours: Asian Games gold medallists (2018), Asian Games silver medallists 
(1986, 1994, 2006), Asian Games bronze medallists (1990, 2002, 2010), Asia Cup gold 
medallists (2007, 2013, 2022), Asia Cup silver medallists (1985, 1989, 2004), FIH Hockey 
Nations Cup bronze medalists (2023) 8th place – FIH Champions Trophy (2014), FIH 
Champions Challenge 1 gold medallists (2011), 8th place – Olympic Games (2004), 5th 
place – FIH Hockey World Cup (2006), 
 
Current World Ranking: 15  
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: 6th 

Japan arrive at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2025-26 as one of the 
leading contenders for promotion to the FIH Hockey Pro League. Renowned for their 
technical precision, speed and intelligent movement, Japan continue to be one of Asia’s 
most consistent performers on the international stage. 

Having featured at the Olympic Games Paris 2024, Japan remain among the world’s 
top-ranked sides and bring valuable experience from competing regularly against elite 
opposition. Their structured style of play, sharp passing combinations and disciplined 
defensive organisation make them a difficult side to break down, while their planned 
transitions and movement off the ball allow them to create scoring opportunities against even 
the strongest opponents. 

As the new Olympic cycle rolls on, Japan continue to invest in the development of a youthful 
squad, combining emerging talent with players already carrying significant international 
experience. The likes of Miyu Suzuki, Mai Toriyama and captain Amiru Shimada provide 
leadership and composure within a group that continues to evolve with confidence and 
ambition. 

Japan have qualified for every Olympic Games since Athens 2004, underlining the 
consistency and strength of their programme. With a talented generation eager to establish 
itself among the world’s elite, Japan will see the Nations Cup as an important opportunity to 
push towards the top tier of international hockey and claim a place in the FIH Hockey Pro 
League.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

United States 
 
Nickname: United Eagles 
 
Notable Honours: Olympic bronze medallists (1984), Hockey World Cup bronze medallists 
(1994), Hockey Champions Trophy bronze medallists (1995, 2016), Hockey Champions 
Challenge gold medallists (2014), 2x Pan American Games gold medallists (2011, 2015), 6x 
Pan American Games silver medallists (1987, 1995, 1999, 2003, 2007, 2023), 2x Pan 
American Games bronze medallists (1991, 2019), 4x Pan American Cup silver medallists 
(2001, 2004, 2009, 2013). 
 
Current World Ranking: 12  
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: 4th 

The United States women’s hockey team arrive at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup 
New Zealand 2025-26 determined to secure a return to the FIH Hockey Pro League 
following relegation in 2024. Known for their athleticism, work ethic and physical intensity, 
the United Eagles continue to develop into an increasingly competitive force on the world 
stage. 

The USA built significant momentum during the previous Olympic cycle, highlighted by 
qualification for the Olympic Games Paris 2024 where they competed strongly against some 
of the world’s leading teams. Their recent performances in Pan American competition have 
further reinforced the progress of a programme blending experienced internationals with an 
exciting generation of young talent emerging through the collegiate pathway. 

Traditionally recognised for their high-energy pressing and direct attacking style, the United 
States combine physical strength with increasing tactical maturity and composure in 
possession. The squad’s depth and versatility allow them to adapt effectively to different 
opponents and match situations, making them one of the most dangerous teams in the 
competition. 

With ambitions of reclaiming their place among the world’s elite, the United States enter the 
Nations Cup with confidence and determination. A successful campaign in New Zealand 
would mark another important step forward for a side eager to return to the FIH Hockey Pro 
League and continue building towards future major international tournaments, including the 
Olympics at home in LA 2028.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Uruguay 
 
Nickname: Cimarronas 
 
Notable Honours: 1x Silver Medal - FIH Hockey Nations Cup 2 (2025), 1x Bronze Medal - 
Pan American Cup (2025), 1x Bronze Medal - Pan American Games (2003), 1x Gold Medal 
- South American Championship (2016), 1x Silver Medal - South American Championship 
(2018), 6x Bronze Medal - South American Championship (2003, 2006, 2008, 2010, 2013, 
2014) 
 
Current World Ranking: 17 
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: N/A 

The Uruguay women’s hockey team, known as the Cimarronas, arrive at the FIH Hockey 
Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2025-26 with growing confidence and momentum 
following a series of impressive international performances. Traditionally recognised for their 
fighting spirit and attacking flair, Uruguay have steadily risen through the international 
rankings and continue to establish themselves as one of the emerging forces in world 
hockey. 

Uruguay’s recent success includes a runners-up finish at the inaugural FIH Hockey Women’s 
Nations Cup 2, where they showcased their attacking quality and composure under pressure 
throughout the tournament. Their rise was further underlined by a historic bronze medal at 
the 2025 Pan American Cup, marking the programme’s first ever podium finish at the 
continental event. 

When at their attacking best, Uruguay are among the most entertaining sides in international 
hockey. Combining quick transitions with aggressive forward play, the Cimarronas possess 
the ability to unsettle opponents with their pace, creativity and willingness to commit players 
forward. Experienced internationals such as Teresa Viana and Manuela Vilar continue to 
provide leadership and attacking inspiration for the side. 

Blending seasoned players with emerging talent, Uruguay arrive in New Zealand aiming to 
continue their upward trajectory and prove they can compete consistently against the world’s 
top teams. With belief growing across the squad, the Nations Cup presents another major 
opportunity for the Cimarronas to make their mark on the international stage.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

POOL B 
 
Chile​
France​
Korea​
New Zealand  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Chile 
 
Nickname: Las Diablas 
 
Notable Honours: South American Games gold medallists (2022), Pan American Cup silver 
medallists (2017, 2022), FIH Nations Cup bronze medalists (2024), Pan American Cup 
bronze medallists (2009), Pan American Games bronze medallists (2011, 2023), South 
American Championship silver medallists (2003, 2008, 2010, 2013, 2016), South American 
Games silver medallists (2006, 2014, 2018), 13th – FIH Hockey World Cup 2023 
 
Current World Ranking: 11 
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: 3rd 

The Chile women’s hockey team, known as Las Diablas, have become one of the 
fastest-rising teams in international hockey, driven by passion and a strong collective identity. 
Their recent progress on the world stage has established Chile as a highly competitive side 
capable of challenging established hockey nations. 

Chile have enjoyed a period of sustained success in continental competition, highlighted by 
strong performances at the Pan American Championships and South American Games, 
along with their historic debut appearance at the FIH Hockey Women’s World Cup 2022, 
which they have followed up with a second consecutive qualification to the 2026 edition of 
the World Cup, and an all-time best world ranking of 11!  

Their development has continued in recent editions of the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations 
Cup, where they followed a seventh-place finish in their debut appearance, with a bronze 
medal performance in the previous edition. 

One of Chile’s greatest strengths lies in the experience and cohesion within the squad. 
Players such as Manuela Urroz, Fernanda Flores, Denise Losada, Sofia Filipek and 
Constanza Palma bring significant international experience and leadership to a side that 
combines tactical discipline with attacking ambition. 

As they arrive in New Zealand, Chile will be aiming to build on their recent international 
progress and continue pushing towards a place among the world’s leading hockey nations 
with promotion to the FIH Hockey Pro League firmly in their sights.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

France 
 
Nickname: Les Bleues  
 
Notable Honours: 1x Gold Medal - FIH Hockey Nations Cup 2 (2025), 1x Gold Medal - 
EuroHockey Championship II (2023), 1x Silver Medal - EuroHockey Championship III 
(2021), 1x Gold Medal - EuroHockey Championship III (2019)  
 
Current World Ranking: 16 
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: N/A 

France arrive at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2025-26 on the back of 
one of the most encouraging periods in the history of the women’s programme. Following 
their historic Olympic debut at Paris 2024, Les Bleues continue to grow in confidence, 
experience and international stature. 

Competing at the Olympic Games for the first time represented a major milestone for French 
women’s hockey and highlighted the rapid progress the programme has made in recent 
years. That momentum was further strengthened by France’s triumph at the inaugural 
Women’s FIH Hockey Nations Cup 2 in 2025, where they captured the gold medal after an 
impressive tournament campaign. 

France’s rise has also been reflected in European competition, with the team earning 
promotion back to the elite EuroHockey Championship level after years of steady 
development. Combining tactical organisation with increasing attacking confidence, Les 
Bleues have shown they can compete effectively against a wide range of international 
opponents. 

With a balanced squad featuring experienced leaders and emerging young talent, France 
brings ambition, resilience and belief into the Nations Cup. Having never appeared in the 
FIH Hockey Pro League in the past, the current generation is determined to continue 
reshaping the future of French women’s hockey and establish itself consistently among the 
world’s elite teams.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

Korea 
 
Notable Honours: 2x Olympic silver medallists (1988, 1996), Hockey World Cup bronze 
medallists (1990), FIH Champions Trophy gold medallists (1989), FIH Champions Trophy 
silver medallists (1995), FIH Champions Trophy bronze medallists (1987), 2x FIH 
Champions Challenge silver medallists (2002, 2007), 5x Asian Games gold medallists (1986, 
1990, 1994, 1998, 2014), 3x Asia Cup gold medallists (1985, 1993, 1999). 
 
Current World Ranking: 18 
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: 7th 

Korea arrive at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2025-26 carrying one of 
the richest legacies in Asian women’s hockey. Historically among the continent’s most 
successful teams, Korea’s achievements include Olympic silver medals, a World Cup bronze 
medal, multiple Asian Games titles and major international honours earned across decades 
of consistent excellence. 

Renowned for their tactical discipline, structured defensive play and swift technical attacking 
patterns, Korea have long been recognised as one of the most organised and technically 
efficient teams in international hockey. While the programme is currently navigating a period 
of transition, the team continues to demonstrate the qualities that have defined Korean 
hockey for generations. 

Following the disappointment of missing qualification for the Olympic Games Paris 2024 and 
the upcoming FIH Hockey World Cup 2026, Korea are focused on rebuilding and returning to 
the highest level of international competition. A youthful core has gained valuable experience 
together over recent seasons, with many players now entering an important stage in their 
development. 

Despite the squad’s relative youth, Korea remain a dangerous opponent capable of 
frustrating technically gifted teams through compact organisation and intelligent tactical play. 
The Nations Cup provides an important platform for the next generation of Korean players to 
continue their growth and push the team back towards the top tier of international hockey.

 



 

 
 
 
 

New Zealand​
 
Nickname: The Black Sticks  
 
Current World Ranking: 10 
 
Notable honours: Commonwealth Games gold medallists (2018), 5x Oceania Cup gold 
medallists (2007, 2009, 2011, 2019, 2025), Hockey World League silver medallists (2015), 
8x Oceania Cup silver medallists (1999, 2001, 2003, 2005, 2013, 2015, 2017, 2023), FIH 
Champions Trophy bronze medallists (2011), 2x FIH Champions Challenge gold medallists 
(2005, 2009), Commonwealth Games silver medallists (2010), 2x Commonwealth Games 
bronze medallists (1998, 2014), 2x 4th place Olympic Games (2012, 2016) 
 
Nations Cup 2024/25: Winners 

Hosts New Zealand arrive at the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2025-26 
as one of the favourites to challenge for the title and secure a return to the FIH Hockey Pro 
League. The Black Sticks are one of the most respected teams in world hockey, with a long 
history of success across major international competitions. 

Renowned for their speed, physicality and attacking style of play, New Zealand have 
consistently competed at the highest level in the Olympic Games, FIH Hockey Women’s 
World Cup and Commonwealth Games. Their achievements include a Commonwealth 
Games gold medal in 2018, multiple Oceania Cup titles and several strong finishes at global 
events. 

The Black Sticks combine experienced internationals with an exciting generation of 
emerging players, creating a balanced squad capable of playing with both composure and 
intensity. Their aggressive pressing, fast ball movement and willingness to attack at pace 
make them one of the most dangerous teams in the competition. 

Playing on home soil in front of passionate local support, New Zealand will be determined to 
make the most of the opportunity and deliver a strong campaign. With promotion to the FIH 
Hockey Pro League firmly in their sights, the hosts enter the tournament aiming to reassert 
themselves among the world’s leading women’s hockey nations.  

 



 

 
 
 
 

COMPETITION OFFICIALS 
 
A complete list of competition officials for the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup Chile 2025 
can be found at the following link: 
 
https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-ze
aland-2025-26-1870/officials   
 
Information regarding the appointed officials for each match will be made available on the 
FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup website around 24 hours before the start of the contest. 
To see this information, simply visit the link below, select the match that you are interested in 
and then click the ‘match info’ tab.  
 
https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-ze
aland-2025-26-1870/schedule-fixtures-results  

 

https://www.fih.hockey/events/nations-cup/womens/fih-hockey-womens-nations-cup-new-zealand-2025-26-1870/officials
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RANKINGS AND LOGO 
 
FIH WORLD RANKINGS 
 
To see the official FIH World Rankings, click here. 
 
FIH HOCKEY NATIONS CUP LOGO  
 
You can request the FIH Nations Cup Logo at media@fih.hockey.  
 
FIH HOCKEY NATIONS CUP PHOTOS  
 
Photos from the FIH Hockey Women’s Nations Cup New Zealand 2026 will be available to 
media members for download here.  
 
DATA HUB 
For access to in-depth player and team statistics from all major international competitions, 
visit the FIH Hockey Data Hub by clicking here. 
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